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INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-OI SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 
ACDA-10 MCT-OI /080 W 

221756 000692/43 

R22I633ZFEB 77 
FM AMCONSUL BELFAST 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1587 
INFO AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
USNAVCOMMSTA LONDONDERRY 

UNCLAS BELEAST 062 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, UK, El 

SUBJECT: LABOUR PARTY STUDY GROUP VISITS NORTHERN IRELAND 

1 . LABOUR PARTY STUDY GROUP INCLUDING IAN MIKARDO AND JOAN 
MAYNARD SPENT WEEKEND AND FEBRUARY 21 IN ULSTER IN FIRST OF 
TWO FACT-FINDING VISITS LEADING TO PREPARATION OF REPORT FOR 
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. GROUP MET REPRESENTATIVES OF 
REPUBLICAN CLUBS, ALLIANCE PARTY, NORTHERN IRELAND LABOUR PARTY 
AND SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC AND LABOUR PARTY. GROUP MET NO RPT NO 
UNIONISTS/LOYALISTS BUT INTEND CONCENTRATE ON THEM IN SECOND 
VISIT NEXT MONTH. 

2. IN PRE-DEPARTURE RADIO INTERVIEW MR. MIKARDO SAID VISIT 
HAD BEEN VERY INSTRUCTIVE AND HAD GIVEN HIM DIFFERENT PICTURE 
OF NORTHERN IRELAND. HE MINIMIZED IMPORTANCE OF "TROOPS 

OUT" MOVEMENT AND DENIED THERE CONNECTION BETWEEN MOVEMENT 
AND PRESENCE OF JOAN MAYNARD IN DELEGATION. HE REFUSED TO BE 
DRAWN ON WHAT REPORT WOULD RECOMMEND SAYING THAT IT MUCH TOO 
EARLY TO REACH CONCLUSIONS. 
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